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Welcome from our Headteacher
Dear Parents
Welcome to Itchen Abbas Primary School and thank you for taking time to find out more about our
school. Choosing the right school for your child is a huge milestone and I hope you will like what you
see on our school website and in this prospectus.
We are a small village school set in the rural outskirts of Winchester and we believe that being small
brings great benefits. The personal touch and detailed knowledge we are able to achieve for each and
every child ensures a supportive, encouraging and ambitious school environment coupled with a wide
range of opportunities and experiences. Family and community are incredibly important to us and we
enjoy getting to know our children and their families and building supportive relationships where family
and school work together for the benefits of the child.
Our school values were created by the whole school community - children, parents, staff and
governors. We live and breathe these together to ensure that every child has outstanding role models
to develop strong learning behaviours with understanding and strategies for maintaining healthy
lifestyles and mental well-being.
We value the development of our staff and have taken part in research projects for the Education
Endowment Foundation and Hampshire Local Authority. By investing in our teaching and support staff,
we provide high quality, reflective teaching based on relevant, up-to-date pedagogy to provide high
quality educational experiences.
I am incredibly proud to be the headteacher of Itchen Abbas Primary School and to have the privilege
to work with such a dedicated team. Our children are amazing; their behaviour is outstanding, they
work hard and enjoy learning and their caring attitude towards each other is exemplary. I believe that,
whilst we may be small in size what we offer is huge. We are able to combine our small, community
caring spirit alongside a focused learning experience where the staff take pleasure in keeping up to
date with current educational research and enjoy providing a high-quality education.
I encourage you to contact us to arrange a visit (this may be online in 2020) and look forward to
meeting you and your child.

Aimee Dear
Headteacher

INDEPENDENT
‘I will always be eternally grateful for the
nurturing environment in which both of my children find themselves.’
OFSTED 2018
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Our Values and Ethos
At Itchen Abbas, our community developed values underpin the culture and
ethos of our school. We have developed values which enable children to
develop effective attitudes towards learning and strong learning behaviours
and personal qualities. We teach our children to be reflective, resourceful
learners with age-appropriate independence. Creativity is equally important
to us, in the application of their learning and skills and as a means for self-expression. Developing respect and self-compassion enable children to form
and maintain healthy relationships for others and themselves. We encapsulate
these in our motto ‘Growing hearts and minds’.

Respectful
Pupils love their small and caring school. They appreciate many aspects of school life,
including sporting and musical opportunities, as well as the wide variety of after-school
clubs on offer. They try hard in lessons and are rightly proud of their work.
OFSTED 2018
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What Our Values Mean
Resourceful
• I can ask questions to improve my understanding.
• I can make links and connections, spot patterns and see how things fit together.
• I can reason and come to a compromise when there is more than one opinion.
• I can make good use of what I have already learnt to help me.
• I can use my imagination to help me solve problems.
• I am able to work effectively on my own or with a partner or in a team.

Reflective
• I think things over and draw out the important information I need.
• I can plan, prepare and discuss my work so I know I have thought about it carefully.
• I can evaluate and amend my work without self-judgement and criticism.
• I use my meta-learning because I know the way I learn and which strategies to use in for
each situation and task.

Independent
• I take responsibility for my own success.
• I am able to make decisions for myself.
• I can take care of myself and my belongings.
• I can gather the resources and equipment I need.
• I know how to help myself when I am finding the learning or situation hard.

Resilient
• I can persevere when things are hard or go wrong and I can manage my feelings and
emotions from this.
• I don’t give up.
• I can manage distractions by knowing what distracts me and how to minimise their effect so
I can make the most of every opportunity.
• I notice what is happening around me by being aware of people and what they say and do.
I think about and listen to what they say.
• I am absorbed and focused on learning and activities, I give it my best.

Creative
• I can transform my ideas, imagination and dreams into reality.
• I give value and meaning to myself-expression.

Self-Compassion
• I am warm and understanding to myself in times of difficulty.
• I accept my imperfections and value myself.
• I know that I am not alone, that everyone has similar feelings and emotions.
• I have the tools and strategies I need for emotional resilience.
• I know how to keep myself physically and mentally healthy.

Resourceful
The previous inspection report highlighted the school’s many strengths, including
outstanding behaviour, strong attendance and good teaching. You have
maintained these strengths. Children are rightly proud of their work.
OFSTED 2018
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Our School
Our beautiful Victorian building maintains much of its original character with the
functionality of modern facilities. Our building includes a well-stocked library and kitchen
which the children use regularly for their cooking lessons.
We are very lucky to have beautiful and spacious grounds including an all-weather sports
pitch, sports field, playground, woodland area and gardens. Reception and year 1 class
have their own separate, large outdoor area in which they learn and play. In addition, we
make use of the excellent facilities at the nearby village hall for indoor sports activities and
larger scale performances. We have close links with the local church and visit it for our
Christmas Production, Harvest Celebration and parents’ assemblies throughout the year.
We have extensive computing facilities with state-of-the-art equipment. The school runs a
gigabit OSX network supplemented by enterprise quality wifi. Each classroom is fitted with
Apple computers, interactive whiteboards and Apple TVs. The children use iPads and Mac
Books for their research and learning.

Resilient
‘It was like heaven when I moved to Itchen Abbas School.’
OFSTED 2018
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Our Classes
Our school is divided into four classes: Squirrels, Hedgehogs, Otters and Foxes. Each
class has its own teacher and is supported by teaching assistants.
Squirrels - For years R and 1. The children start Year R at the beginning of the academic
year in which they are 5 years old. They follow the Early Years Foundation Stage
curriculum, which is based on learning through play and exploration. Their learning is
tailored to ensure that the interests of the children form the basis of our planning. In Year 1
the children follow the National Curriculum and we ensure the children benefit from a
continued more hands on, practical approach to learning.
Hedgehogs - for years 2 and 3. In this class the children follow on from their learning in
Year 1 whilst extending Year 3.
Otters - for years 4 and 5 and is our lower Key Stage 2 class. Children in this class begin
to take responsibilities across the school to help them develop their maturity and
independence.
Foxes - This is a discreet Year 6 class and is our upper Key Stage 2. We prepare the
children for their transition to their choice of secondary school through our close links with
our local secondary schools.
Children in Years 1- 6 follow the National Curriculum which we make engaging, relevant
and exciting for our children through a wide range of activities including learning outdoors,
visitors to school and school trips.

Creative
Those pupils to whom I spoke feel safe in school. They said that, if they
have any concerns, staff listen to them.They told me there is
currently no bullying in the school but, if there was, ‘teachers would be straight on it’.
OFSTED 2018
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Our Curriculum
We offer a broad balanced curriculum for our children underpinned by our
Curriculum Design Principles which include equity and enrichment, appropriate
challenge and support for all and an enquiry and mastery approach to learning.
The Foundation Stage Curriculum covers six areas of learning:
•
•
•
•
•

Personal, social and emotional development
Communication, language and literacy
Mathematical development knowledge and understanding of the world
Physical development
Creative development

This provides the foundation upon which all other learning is based.
The subjects that make up the Key Stage 1 and 2 National Curriculum are:
English - Mathematics - Science - Computing - Art and Design - History - Design
Technology - Music - RE - Relationships and Sex Education - Personal, Social & Health
Education - Modern Foreign Languages (French)- -Physical Education - Geography

Reflective
The school’s work to keep pupils safe and secure is outstanding. Recognised by
Ofsted 2014 and standards maintained in Ofsted 2018
OFSTED 2018
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Our Enrichment
At Itchen Abbas, we strongly believe that children learn best from first hand
experiences and can be inspired by activities outside the classroom. We value
opportunities for school visits and learning outside the classroom, most of which is linked
to our topics and help to bring learning to life. Children have the opportunity to go
swimming at River Park Leisure Centre, Winchester and in alternate years we offer a
residential or adventurous pursuits week in years 4, 5 and 6. Currently, this includes a
sailing week, an ecological and environmental study centre and an outward-bound centre
We ask parents for a voluntary contribution towards the cost of school trips and visitors to
school. Year 6 children take part in a week long Bikeability course, part of their preparation
for secondary school.
To enrich the children’s class topic-based learning we endeavour to invite specialist
speakers, artists, performers, musicians etc. to the school.
We like to offer the children as many opportunities as possible and run regular after school
clubs for children to attend. These have included:
• A variety of sports including football, hockey, cricket
• Sewing
• Art and craft clubs
• Cooking
• French
• Choirs
• Drama
We offer music lessons through the Hampshire Music Service, instruments have included
flute, clarinet, guitar and violin, and all our children have the opportunity to learn the
recorder and ukulele during their curriculum music lessons. Many of our sports lessons are
taught by external, expert coaches.

Self Compassionate
Itchen Abbas County Primary School is maintained by the Education
Department of Hampshire County Council. Please direct all enquires to:
The Administrative Officer
Itchen Abbas County Primary School
School Lane
Itchen Abbas
WINCHESTER
Hampshire SO21 1BE
Tel: 01962 779310
Email: admin@itchenabbas.hants.sch.uk
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